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SUBJECT: (U) JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES IN ARGENTINA 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 461 (NOTAL) 

1. AMBASSADOR CASTRO MET WITH MR. MILTON G. HENSCHEL, 

VICE PRESIDENT OF THE WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, AND MR. CHARLES EISENHOWER, REPRESENTATIVE OF 
THE ARGENTINE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES CHURCH ON JANUARY 17TH. 

MR. HENSCHEL, WHO IS VISITING THE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES' CHURCHES 
IN LATIN AMERICA, EXPRESSED CONCERN REGARDING THE REPRESSIVE 
MEASURES TAKEN AGAINST THE WITNESSES BY THE PRESENT ARGENTINE 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT. MESSRS. HENSCHEL AND EISENHOWER DETAILED 
THE LEGAL AND POLICE HARRASSMENT WHICH HAS BEEN DIRECTED 
AGAINST MEMBERS OF THEIR CHURCH IN ARGENTINA DURING THE 
LAST SEVERAL YEARS. 

2. AMBASSADOR CASTRO RELATED HIS RECENT DEMARCHE TO ARGENTINE 
ARMY CINC VIOLA ON THE TREATMENT OF THE WITNESSES (REFTEL) . 

THE AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED THAT THE POLITICAL WEAKNESS OF THE 
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PRESENT GOVERNMENT, WHICH WAS OPPOSED BY A NUMBER OF WELL- 
PLACED HARDLINE ARMY GENERALS, MADE ANY SHORT TERM IMPROVEMENT 
OF THE TREATMENT OF THE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES DIFFICULT. 
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HOWEVER, THE AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED THAT THE PROBLEMS FACING 
THE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES IN ARGENTINA COULD BE AMELIORATED IF 
THE CURRENT GOVERNMENTAL LEADERSHIP COULD GAIN EFFECTIVE 
CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY. THE AMBASSADOR REPORTED THAT BOTH 
PRESIDENT VIDELA AND GENERAL VIOLA WERE PERSONALLY SYMPATHETIC 
TO THE WITNESSES AS INDIVIDUALS, AND THAT IN THIS ATTITUDE 
LAY PROSPECTSIFOR IMPROVEMENT. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR AGREED THAT HE WOULD TRY TO ARRANGE A 
MEETING BETWEEN MR. EISENHOWER AND NEW MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS AND WORSHIP CARLOS WASHINGTON PASTOR, TO ESTABLISH 
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE WITNESSES AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

4. MR. HENSCHEL THANKED THE AMBASSADOR FOR HIS INTEREST 
AND EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES IN ARGENTINA. 

5. DURING THE CONVERSATION, MR. EISENHOWER REPORTED 
THAT IN LATE DECEMBER 40 WITNESSES HAD BEEN ARRESTED. 

ANDHELD FOR FIVE DAYS BY ARMY TROOPS IN ROQUE SAENZ PENA IN 
CHACO PROVINCE BEFORE BEING RELEASED. IN EARLY JANUARY 1979 
A CONGREGATION OF WITNESSES WAS ARRESTED IN ENTRE RIOS AND 
HELD FOR TWO WEEKS BY A GENDARMER I A UNIT. 

CASTRO 
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